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the greatest development took place. Buda contains the stately govern-
ment buildings and palaces, together with the better residential districts.
Pest, which far surpasses its right-bank rival in population, has be-
come the center of commerce and industry in the nation. As a flour
milling center it has ranked second only to Minneapolis, and it engages
in such other typical industries as brewing, distilling, tanning, and the
manufacture of agricultural machinery. Upon the city converge the
rail lines which served all portions of the former kingdom. It accord-
ingly attracts trade, and has logically become the commercial and
financial center of the country.

THE LITTLE ALFOLD

Fortunately, the dividing highlands formed a natural bulwark
which long made it possible for the Hungarians to check the Turkish
advance. Consequently, while the Great Alfold was being overrun by
these invaders and was having its economic and cultural life disor-
ganized, human development in the Little Alfold was going peacefully
forward. It is therefore not surprising that today the peoples of the
smaller plain are somewhat more advanced culturally and economi-
cally than their fellow countrymen to the east. Other factors have
also played a part in this advance. The Little Alfold adjoins Austria,
and is readily accessible to Bohemia and southern Germany. From all
of these areas it has drawn contributions in the form of peoples, trade
and ideas which have materially enriched its life.

Physically the western plain differs from its eastern counterpart
in both relief and size. It has an area of 6000 square miles, while the
Great Alfold covers some 37,000 square miles. The Little Alfold is a
rolling country of hills and valleys, in contrast to the flatness of the
eastern plain. Its fertile soils and heavier rainfall, and its slightly more
advanced population cause the agricultural production per acre to ex-
ceed that of the Great Alfold. It resembles the latter, however, in being
dominantly agricultural and in specializing in grains and livestock.
Here again the whitewashed houses of the little agricultural villages
dot the landscape, and the picturesque costumes of the hardy peasants
add the touch of color necessary to complete the attractiveness of the
scene. Fields of wheat, rye and barley are to be seen on every side, and
in the northern portion of the plain oats covers a large acreage. Al-
though no sections are devoted entirely to grazing, horses and cattle
are to be found on nearly every farm, and are more abundant than
they are to the east.